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"MODERN LITERATURE IM THE CATHOLIC HIG? SCZ00L" 
by 
BURTON CONFREY 


The attitude of Cathclics toward contemmorarv literature is iden- 
tical with that of any decent veovle toward the adolescents’ reading 
of current writing. ince we do not speak otf a Catholic butcher or a 
Catholic baker, we need not svecify Catholic teacher or Catholic hig¢h- 
school. Surely, as trainers of unformed minds, we ere in perfect atzree- 
ment as to what our standards should be; so throughout this paver I 
shall discuss our common problem with the fullest conficence that in 
regard to basic orinciples we are in entire acco.c. 


We dare not teke for granted that ail our students care to read-- 
other outlets for their energy many find more attiactive. Their lack 
of experience vitn literature, in some cases the phvsical hindrances 
of the »rinted bage--vocabulary, slowness of reading rete, eud so forth- 
make literature lecs vivid than various forms of plav or work. It is 
our problem, therefore, to educate--to lead--them into the knowledge 
that reading can be fascinating and that it cen teach us mach about 
life which we are fortunate to learn by pro:ty--at seconc hand. 


In leerning to adjust themselves to life, many of our students 
are becoming aware that thev must be on the eler -t to learn life's ways 
partly through observation. Books will not only enlarge their horizons; 
they will interpret experience; the: will make vossible a world citizen- 
Ship and a full life, even in the smallest community. as youths advance 
from the simple moral world of our daily life--a world of human beings 
food and bad, resvonsible and erratic, controlled and vicious--, we 
must help them make the adjustment advantageously and with es little 
emotional disturbance as nossible. 


if contemmoraryv »yublications seem disarpointing we can, of course, 
turn to the great novels that have survived the centuries, There ere 
not, to be sure, too many o? these text books on life, for in no coun- 
try in the world does < really creat book apvear more often than once 
in a century. But sunvose thet each generation we hac a book that will 
survive tne vears; at that rate we cannot expect many from the presses 
each year. 


To be specific. Josendh ft “ergesheimer' s Cytherea was & nasty book, 
but The Three Black Pennys end JCvo. lead were decent. “hat the. author 
knows his Salem ‘warehouse beekground ‘in the latter no one doudts. 
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(In vrevaration for writing, he read eighty books on that neglected 

phase of picturesoue New England life.) A returning skipper brinzing 

back a Menchu bride opens a dramatic story of the inability of an 

alien to adjust herself with a different race. The color and varied 

becuty as Yerwesheimer reveals it in the story extends the reeder's 

moral, intellectu2l, and esthetic horizons. It would not be surprising @ 
to have en able youth generalize to the extent that Orientals and Oc- 
cidentals never can be havdvily married--no matter how eager each is to 
disprove the experience of all those who have tried it. A wider gen- 
erelization would lead to the truth that miscegenation always brings 


treseedy. 


Had not Hawthorne's Scarlet Letter a century headstart on Edith 
Wherton's Ethan Frome , would you accord Mrs. ‘‘harton's novel a close 
second place as an able treatment of the troubled aspects of human af- 
fection? What a horrible story Ethan Frome is, and vet how artisticellv 
it is presented, how true to characters and to circumstances the author 
is. The presentation is restrainsd; and infidelity, defiance of conven- 
tion, presents its costly account. Few adolescents will care for the 
novel because the moving: pictures ans current magezines, estheticallv 
so cheap and tawdry, have ex>loded their imaginations in regard to so- 
called romantic themes, Normally the love of human beings is not uncon- 
trolled desire, and young peovle should be taught that fact. Certainly 
subterranean ciscoverv is not the lesitimate an»roach to so normal ¢- & 
life as that of »arents in a Christian home. 


Louis Femon's Maria Chapcelaine is an admirable story of courtship 
and marriage, e vossible »reparation for both literature and life. With 
& proper tone and decent langunge we cen establish e« healthy atmosphere 
where humin cffection mv be discussed with es little self-conscious- 
ness as eny other serious problem tne cheracters in a carefully chosen 
novel may present. The delicacy of Maric Chapdelaine is most commendrbl 


We recnll, br wav of contrast, a foolish novel of ec Catholic au- 
thoress, ‘Ye could not recommend it beccuse it is « sentimental pot- 
paurri of kissing effeairs in which the heroine thinks one of her nu- 
merous p-rtners marricd, but Kind Providence later revels that he is 
not. such made worse bv e youth who be engaged to two 
@&irls -t once, common sense refuscs to countenance. Estheticcllv it is 
bed art. 


One nocd not road these publications as they pour from the press. © 
It is not difficult to discover pcriodicnls suci as Americ: ond the 
Commonvrec1 (among the weellics), the Cztholic Yorld, The | Dr yublin Revicw, 
and Studics{monthly), and Thought, rterlv), whose reviewers recor- 
nizo bad “rt, wretched craftsm-nshiv, ridiculous nnd imoossible situc- 
tions, pietistic mouthings, «nd 7-11 thet sort of drivel. If we discover 
these critics commending cruditv or scntimentality beenuse the spirit 
of faith in thc work is sound or because the esuthor attcnds e Catholic 
church, we can react just as we do to env advice or conversation we @ 
discover to bec unreliable. As for accenting a reliable critic's word 
without reading the book he condemns--one vould never risk poisoning 
in order to make surc that su»,0scd mushrooms were toadstools; ncither 
necd he expose himself to the blight of a bad book to jude for him- 
self. 


| 
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Even though tastes differ, basic principles are sound criteria; truth 
is eternal, 


John Erskine's Delight of Great Pooks we can recomuierd highly; but 
when a denendable reviewer tells us that a certein novel of his is im- 
pregnated with slv suggestiveness and tricky and dangerous denths, we 
avoid the novel. “when a critic describes e«& novel as devicting the less 
creditable side of Catholic life in Spanish America, we are warned. Not 
that we expect ell Catholic characters pictureu as petterns of virtue. 
(The Church is the only refuze for sinners.) Put if the Cetholic is 
portreyed es hyvocritical or if a Religiovs in a novel gives scendal, 
certainly the writer is unjust aah loses our interest) unless he in- 
cludes also Catholics who are Christian and strong and loveble end Re- 
ligious who are the inspiration we expect them to be. In Peath Comes 
For The archbishop, Willa Cather includes both. Consider the rirst res- 
ommendation of the Catholic Book Club (which issues a monthly news let- 
ter recommending new publicaticns). Peadar O'Donnell's characters in 
The Way it Was Wity Them are true to life (as American descendents of 
Trish immigrants can recognize without ever having been in Ireland). 
Far cifferent they from Sean C Casey's or James Jovce's creations pic- 
turing the dregs of Dublin's siwns or of Worse nlaces in rural Irelend; 
and Feadar O'Donnell vresents truth. Otner authors may present facts-- 
whose particulars may be made into truth or felsehood. Facts discovered 
through analysis can at best but offer evidence. If we want a true pres- 


‘entation of life, we must synthesize as fiction does. Oui generaliza- 


tions on facts lead us to truth. 


A novelist can wrest a havpy ending from an experiment whose very 
constituents make only for tragedy; but he is not an ariist if he does 
not remain true to characters and to situation. The heroic Christicn 
virtue of O'*Donnell's characters, their freedom from effeminacy, inspir- 
its us. Like the pdelican, Marv Doogen, the mother in O'Nonnell's svory, 
devrived herself to exheustion to feed her voung; but the neighbors can 
alwevs attest the charity anc tenderness of such a mother. In time of 
Sickness or death, everyone sought her. Absolutely unlevutered, her vie 
sion and breath of life have been greater (particularly has this been 
true in Americc) than that of her children with graduate degrees. Lome 
people who have not known such 2 mother or srandmother might not under- 
stand that her existence is a common fact; but her simplicity, her faith, 
her grasp of the difference betwesn right and wrong, her uncompromising 
decency, often confounds 2 thinker who sees thousands of college grad- 
ucates confined within prison walls. 


“ould an Irishman object to O'Donnell's storv or to anv study of 
the Irish beccuse it dericted them as >oor, vovertv stricken ct times? 
(Zven they have where to lav their heads) It is to be hoved not; their 
Simole fcith shames the 


Nor must we forget that the chicf purpose of creative writing is 
not that cf reflecting life for philosophical observation. Its ultimate 
appeal is to beauty; one nothing -rtistic ever offends the csthetic 
sense. Indecency and vulgarity, “art for art's sake" cannot lore 
be countenanced. Zola's plea (as Sidney Lanier reveals «.cecucately in his 
En¢lish Novel) thet 2 naturclistic fiction should serve as th * physio- 


logical and morbid cnatomy of modern life is far from oux nosition-~ 


HH 
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that fiction is the experimental side of human philosophy, thet fiction @ 
bears the same relationship to a discussicn of life that experiments do s 


to natural science. . 


Further, literature must be civilized. "Human documents" must be 
ummistakebly vital. Nasty words, lewd scenes, blasphemy and oaths, and 
lecherv do not portray “real life". O'Donnell's novel (like all of Jo- ov) 
seph Conrad's) cortains not one line that would be untrue to his p’cture. 
His characters are uneducated, but their delicacy is admirable. Were we 
to compare the opening scene of a certain one of Hdna Ferber's novels 
with O*Donnell's description of the brother who, despite his anxiety 
and perilous swim of the channel for a doctor, never entered the room 
in which a child was being born (girls would not have been permitted to 
enter so sacred a place, either), we see the difference, 


As in every instance in which the creative imagination impresses 
us, we turn from suich a story as O'Donnell's to our own lives to re-es- 
timate our experience and our reaction to it. A new comprehension results 
Each dav then holds its meaningful reality if it but represents an awak- 
ing, our strength restored by sleen, to new opportunities for sharing 
life, for appreciating chances to extract from our daily existence in 


and for God. 


One cannot expect vouth to appreciate at first glance, the best 
thet has been thought and seen and done, but his taste can be improved. @ ‘ 
It is, however, unnecessary to begin with the meretricious, or the vile. 
One cannot put decency and indecency on the same basis and let youth ~ 
choose between the wholesomeness of a work that will stand the test of 
time and the pink frosting of a disguised lust story. Again inexperience 
would probably choose that which attracted the senses, 


We have no desire to censor moving pictures, historical, religious, 
political, or economic material; we wish merely to provide decent read-~ 
ingmatter for youth and to vi'twit creatures whose object is youth's pol- 
lution. As we said when we opened, all decent people will agree with us. 


CALL FOR PAPERS FOR TY CHICAGO MEETING OF THE LIBRARY SECTION; 
CHAIRMAN ANNOUNCES DATE OF MEETINGS AND LOCAL CHAIRMAT FOR SECOND MID- 
WINTER PROGRAM TO BE H#LD AT LOYOLA UNIVERSITY'S NEW CUDAHY MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY. © 


The second Mid-Vinter meeting of the Library Section of the National 

Catholic Educational Association will take place at Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois, December 28th and 29th, Fuller detuxils will be out- 

lined in the November and Decembe1 issues of THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY VORLD, Q 


Tentative plans call for an @pening mass and a sermon to be preached bv 
Rev. Joseph B. Code, M.&A., S.7.3., Librarian, St. Ambrose College, Daven- 
port, Iowa. Miss M. Lillian Rvan, Librerian, Loyola University, Chicago, 
will agein act as Local Chcirman. 


4 
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5 (Hi ivrarians who wish to read papers eat the session should submit the 
L title of their papers with an estimate of the time required up toa 
gy limit of 20 minutes, to the local chairman not later than Saturday, No-~ 
ad vember 22. Notice will be given of the acceptance cf titles. The vrelim- 
inary announcement will a»svear in THE CATHOLIC LIERARY WORLD and the 
final program will appear in the same organ with a sumuery in the bul- 
letin of the Association. The headquarters of the Library Section will 
) @ be at the Loyole University, Elizabeth Cudahy Memorial Library, Chicago. 


Accomodations for visiting Sisters should so far es possible be arranged 
for individually. Any incuiries may be forwarded to the Local Chairman. 
Mail or other enclosures may be sent in care of Miss Ryen. 


Librarians are urred to permit members of their staffs to be present and 
take vart in this meeting. Exhibits of libr:rv vrojects in elementarv 
high school, or collese libraries will be welcome. Display space will be 
likewise provided for exhibits of librarv buildings, or buildings in 
which the library is housed. All errangement: for the meeting are in the 
charge of Miss xvan. Please communicate with her so that an interesting 
meeting may result. Any member or intencing member of the Librarv Sec~ 
tion is invited to share in the program. Fapers on tonics offering solu- 
tions to practical problems; considerations of library training; courses 
in the use of books and librceries; suggested reading lists for special 
éroups; reviews of important publications; 211 will be decidedly welcome, 
Reports from committes cheirman will be read if presented. 


(sena tities to: Miss M. Lillicn Ryon, Librerian, Loyola University, 
Elizabeth Cudahy Memorial Library, Chiccgo, Illirois, by November 22. 


Frencis E.Fitzgerald, Chairman of the N.C.E.A. Library Section, will 
lecturc to the Coudere Cuild of the Cenacle of St. segis, Jovember Sth, 
on "Modern Libreries and Their Services’, in the hall ct 6<8 West 140 St, 
New York City. The Guild is svonsoring ©. series of lectures to members. 


“EDITORIALS = 
SECOND LIBRAR SECTICN MID-VINTER MEETINC AT #£CHICAGO 


In keeping with the egreement renched the 1929 meeting of the 
Libr:.ry Section in Chicsgo Lovol~ University, the second g-thcring 
of the kind will t:ke plsce just prior to the A.LAe Mid-Winter Mcctineg. 
ad It has been considerec worth while, due to the experience of our summer 
meetings, to stress this meeting somewhat as the Superintendents' Sec- 
tion does its meeting in Vashington. There is offered an ovportunity 
for concentrated attention to strictly library affairs under better 
climatic conditions at a winter meeting. Coming as it does mid-way be- 
tween the national annual meetings, the Mid-Vinter assembly will serve 
an excellent purpose in bridgine the long interval and strenethei the 
e unity in our organization. I[t serves in another wav as a preparation 
for the national meeting and gives many who may not be eble to attend 
the national convention an opvortunity to take vart in the affairs of 
the Catholic librarians association. 


eCCONTINVUED= 
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The meeting of 1929 was well attended and showed clearly several 
advantages, not the least of them being the opnortunity to remain over 
for the two dav A.L.A. meeting - reason perhaps to draw our librcrians 
from all parts of the country. It was at the first meeting in 19.9 that 
the final plans for the publication of the CATHOLIC PERTODICAL IiiDuk 
were approved. Hence it will be with increasing intere:t ana atcsention Be 
that librarians will look forward to the winter programs in which pub- 
lication should hold share. The printed tools which the Library Section 
can bring into being from time to time will be a measure more and more 


of its usefulness, 


At this time with the efforts in education in all lines goings for- 
ward at full blast, it would apvpecr to be a likely time to recruit new 
members of our Association. Since its foundation in 1904 the increase 
has been steady if slow, but with renewed efforts on the part of loyal 
members the total membership, especially that of the Library ‘ection, 
could be added to many times over, Bring a new membership and member to 
Chicago in December - it will be a significant piece of cooperation. In 
every sense the Library Section can look forward with the entire body 
to renewed interest and activity in its work. Insteed of a few hundred 
in our Section we should have as many thousands as are represented in 
the national membership at present. Tnev are there but we must make our 
work known to them. Fress forward with renewed energy - we have much to 4 
do and too few workers. | @ ' 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


Librarians looking for books for the blind, are advised to ask for the 
list of books in revised Braille issued and available on loan from the 
Xavicr Free Publication Society for the Blind, 156 West 97th St. New - 
York, N.Y. This work is being forwardca by cooperation between the Cathe 
Olic Blind, the iicvier T.f.&. for the Plind, and the International Fed- 
of Catholic Alumnac. A list of books transcribed mav be obdtcined bv 
writing to the xevier Tree Publication tociety for the Blind. 

The Catholic Truth Society, 72 Victoria St., London, 6.¥s 1, Enzland, has 
recently issued the following pamphlets: Relig sion of the Kore nm, bY Reve 
E. Powers; How to help the sick and dving; Hon. Hei. DOrmer, by F.te 
Felly; The Poves from St. Peter to Pius yar fuestions and answers, by 
the Catholic Action Society, 


The Library Cuarterly, A Journal of Investig-:tion and Discussion in 

the Field of Library Science, is announced for publication. The first 

issuc, Jonuary 1931, will be ready for mailing in Deccmber. It will be 
edited by the duate Library School of the University of Chiccgo with 
the coovcration of severcl groups and fin-nei-l sup 0rt of 425,000 from _ Be 
‘the Carnezic Cornorntion of Mew York. 


The September number of the CATHOLIC PLURIODICAL INDE*. contcined 67 pnrgcs 
of indexing. ‘iork on the snnucl cumulstion for 1951 is under wav and 
dexing up to December 20, 1930 will be included in this cumulation. In 

the Notes «nd Announcements of this issuc, the fditor stxtcs that sub- 
scribers include libreries from Chine, Austric, Englond,and Ireland, but 
the bulk is from the ccstern and middle westcrn st-tes. 
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€ | POSITIONS WANTED: Plecsc send inquiries to the Editor, 410 West 115th 
Street, New York City, No charge for insertion; your own ‘copy’. 
Libr-rian four years exnerience in. metropolit“n sublic libr-ry in Adult. 
department as reference and circulating assista int, wants position in. 
convent library with congeninl living conditions. R.L.C. Cath. Lib, 
World, 

Libr-ricn, A.B. two yerr libr-rv school treining, experienced in organiz- 
ation, cctaloging, reference , wants position in Middlc ‘cst. C.M.5. 
Expericnced colloge libr-rian, women, wents exccutive position in col- 
lege or high school library. E.4.G 
Librerian, woman,.wants library position in a Catholic school. Normal 
school, library tr-ining, three years public library exoerience in large 
city. Prefers mid@le westeria states. 
(Positions open will be listed here monthly; »vlease be explicit in wants. 


Librarians who may wish to send periodicals for missions will find them 
welcomed by Rev. Francis, Ollockkaran Ousenvh, ilwaye Post Office, 
Alwave, Malabar, Indie. Father has e Catholic reedins. Room for converts. 
Francis E, Fitzgerald, Chairman of the N.C. Ee A. Library Section will 
lecture to the Coudere Guild of the Cenacle of St. Regis, November 5th, 
on *Modern Libraries and Their Services’, in the hall at "628 West 140 St. 
New York City. The Guild is s»onsoring a series of lectures to members, 


- - - = - - - 


(@rhe International Federation of Catholic Alwmee issves through its 
. Motion Picture Bureau a list of “Eudorsec Motion Yictures" which is 
‘ prepared in the form of 2 racio tails. It is interesting and informative; 


librarians will find it a sood reference list to nost for patrons, It 

mav be had free by writing to the Chairman, Mrs. Thomas C. lcGoldvick, 

LL.D. , 294 Clinton Avenue, Brookly,,l.Y. cnd mentioning the CATHOLIC 
LIBRARY VORLD. Ask to on mailing list. 


THE FIELD APAR, the of the Catholic Mission Society, issue: 
once each month durin: tne school vear a Teachers’ Guide. Supplementary 
to the magazine, it indicates the material in the periodical available 
for class work per _se and for correlation with the secular subjects in 
the curriculum. Its anvearance was welcomed by teachers of primarv and 
secondary schools who have demonstrated its usefulness in vit: lizing 
class work. 


The ‘Peacher's Cuide will be sent complimentary on request of subscribers 
to the Ficld Afar. 

According to "School and Society", October llth, 1950, " A total of 
2,640,000 students are beginning the 1930-21 scholastic year in 10,461 
Catholic institutions of learning, in this country, according to an es- 
timate made by the denartment of education of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference. The estimate was arrived at by the combination of 
all enrolments reported by Catholic schools last year with that annual 
increase in pupils that is snid have been const°nt with Catholic 
institutions for a number of year jo8te The incrensed number of Cath- 
olie schools is shown by definite revorts to the denartment. The de part- 
mcnt clso estimates the schools of this country cre st-f- 
fed this veer br 89,452 instructors . 


ALL LIBRARI 
should have | 
THE CATHOLIC PERIODICAL INDEX 
as a valuable and economical aid a 
to the efficiency of 
TEACHERS STUDENTS SPEAKERS 
_ THE CATHOLIC PERIODICAL INDE offers the surest, quickest, 
and most dieaiane approach to the latest work in all branches of 


‘ learning covered in leading American and foreign periodicals. 


‘ This Index presents a complete subject and euthor index of 
a large group of educational, historical, literary, philosophical, l 


religious, and anthronvological periodicals whose contents form a 


j 


valuable source of information to any student or research worker. 


Not only does it give you a permanent index to the period- 
icals you receive personally or in your library, but to many 


others of general reference velue. 


Indexing began March 1930: - now already in use in hundreds 
of universities, colleges, seminaries, high schools, public li- 


braries, state libraries, and in individual scholars' libraries. 


We will be glad to send a sample copy free to any address, 
upon request, and to quote you a low introductorv price on a Service an’ 
‘ 

Basis. Do you need a second subscription? A special discount is ’ 


offered for second subscriptions. Also to individual subscribers, 


THE CATHOLIC PERIODICAL INDEX 


3351 Wyoming Avenue Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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